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CHILD ADOPTION (MARYLAND)

WHAT IS ADOPTION?

Adoption is the procedure by which a child born to one set of parent becomes the legal child of
another parent or couple who then assume all the parental rights and duties concerning the child.
The word “child” does not mean only infants — it refers to one who is under eighteen (18) years
of age. The legal result is that the child ceases to be the legal obligation of the natural parents and
becomes the responsibility of the adoptive parents.

TYPES OF ADOPTIONS
(1) Public Agency Adoptions: Occurs when the Department of Social Services files an
adoption case after parental rights have been terminated.
(2) Parental Placement: Occurs where a private adoption agency has identified a child for
adoption and has identified a family willing and able to adopt the child.
(3) Independent Adoption: Occurs where a private party files the adoption case (usually a
stepparent or co-parent).

ARE THERE MORE PROBLEMS WITH NON-AGENCY PLACEMENT THAN WITH
PLACEMENT THROUGH AN AGENCY?

Yes. The problems are greater with direct (or independent) placement than with agency
placement. Couples considering adoption should ask themselves the following questions:

(1) What do we know about the child’s background, medical history and birth parents?

(2) How do we know that the legal procedures have been followed, that the proper consent
forms have been obtained from the birth parents and that the child is legally available for
adoption?

(3) How can we guarantee privacy and security for ourselves and for the child after the
adoption and avoid interference by one or both birth parents?

(4) How can the child and we be best protected for the future?

When an agency placement is done, every effort is made to make sure that the child is placed in a
suitable adoptive home with parents well matched to the child’s background, capabilities and
medical history. The adoptive parents will be told enough about the child to inform them of
these factors but not enough to identify the birth parents. The child is placed with parents so that
there is no danger of recognition by the natural parents or their friends and relatives. The
adoptive parents are assured that the child can legally be adopted. Their home environment and
backgrounds are checked and studied thoroughly to make sure that they are ready and able to
adopt the child and provide adequately for him or her. An agency placement means that every
available protection has been given to the natural parents, the child, and the adoptive parents
under state law.

WHAT ARE THE LEGAL STEPS INVOLVED WHEN ADOPTING A CHILD?
When adopting a child, it is necessary to file certain papers in court and, in most cases, to retain a
private attorney for assistance. The steps necessary to complete the adoption will vary based on



the type of adoption sought. If you have a question about whether you will need a private
attorney, you should consult a legal assistance officer.

In general, a local court in the county where the adoption is to take place handles procedures for
adoption. There is usually a filing fee required with the adoption petition. The basic steps are as
follows:

(1) File the petition for adoption. The petition is signed by the adoptive parents and filed in
the county where the child is living, the county in which the adoption agency is located or
the county in which the adoptive parents live.

(2) If the adoption is by consent (either stepparent adoption or agency placement), the next
step is the filing of the consent to the child’s adoption by the natural parent(s) who would
give such consent. In some states, a child over a certain age must also consent to his or
her own adoption.

(3) The order of reference and the home study. The order of reference refers the case to the
adoption agency or, in the case of a stepparent adoption by consent, to the Department of
Social Services or its equivalent for completion. After the referral, a home study is
commenced. A study is completed of the adoptive parent(s), their background(s), their
home situation and the child/parent interaction.

(4) Upon completion of the home study, an interlocutory decree may be issued. This is a
temporary court order giving the adoptive parents custody of the child until the final
order is issued. The interlocutory decree is NOT a final order. It will usually take up to a
year between the issuance of the interlocutory decree and the final adoption decree. The
waiting period varies from state to state.

(5) The final step is the filing of the final adoption order. After the final decree, the birth
certificate of the child is amended and the new certificate will reflect that the adoptive
parents are the parents of the child.

CAN | CHANGE MY MIND AFTER | GIVE MY CONSENT TO HAVE MY CHILD ADOPTED?
In Maryland, a natural parent can revoke consent within 30 days of signing consent ONLY in the
case of a public agency or independent adoption.

IF MY CHILD IS ADOPTED, DO I STILL HAVE ANY LEGAL RIGHTS OR
OBLIGATIONS TO THE CHILD?

No. Once the child has been adopted, the natural parents cease to have any legal rights or
obligations to the child. If a natural parent was paying child support, the child support obligation
would stop once the child was adopted.

RESOURCES
Maryland Courts: https://www.courts.state.md.us/legalhelp/family/adoption
The People’s Law Library: https://www.peoples-law.org/adoption

This handout is for informational purposes only and is not intended to be specific legal
advice. If you need legal advice, speak with an attorney at your nearest Legal Assistance
Office. Legal Assistance Offices can be found at https://legalassistance.law.af.mil/
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