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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & MILITARY PROTECTIVE ORDERS 

MILITARY PROTECTIVE ORDERS 

 What is a Military Protective Order (MPO) 

o A DD Form 2873, Military Protective Order (MPO) is a written lawful order 

issued by a commander that orders a Soldier to avoid contact with those persons 

identified in the order. MPOs may be used to facilitate a “cooling-off” period 

following domestic violence and sexual assault incidents, to include incidents 

involving children. 

o The purpose of an MPO is to (1) safeguard alleged victims; (2) quell disturbances; 

and (3) maintain good order & discipline while alleged victims have time to 

pursue a protection order through a civilian court or to support an existing civilian 

protective order. Violation of an MPO may be prosecutable under the Uniform 

Code of Military Justice. 

 

 Who Can Request a MPO 
Any person can request an MPO, or an MPO may be issued without a request. 

 

 How to Request a MPO? 
o Any person may request an MPO from a Unit Commander or Commanding 

Officer. 

 

 How Long Will an MPO Remain in Effect? 
o MPOs remain in effect until modified or rescinded. Commanders should monitor 

whether an MPO remains necessary as time goes on. Consult a judge advocate if 

you have questions about MPO duration. 

 

 When is an MPO Enforceable? 

o Enforceable only on the military base or installation and only while service 

member is attached to the command that issued the order. 

 

CIVILIAN PROTECTIVE ORDERS 

 What is a Civilian Protective Order (CPO) 

o A Civilian Protective Order (CPO) is an order issued by a judge, magistrate or 

other authorized civilian official, ordering an individual to avoid contact with his 

or her spouse or children. Pursuant to the Armed Forces Domestic Security Act, 

10 U.S.C. 1561a, a CPO has the same force and effect on a military installation as 

such order has within the jurisdiction of the court that issued the order. 

 

 Who Can Request a CPO? 

o This depends on the law of the court who issued the protective order 



 

 How to Request a CPO? 
o File a Petition for CPO with the Court 

 

 How Long Will the CPO Remain in Effect? 

o The length of a CPO will vary depending on the facts and circumstances of each 

cases; however, in some states can last for a maximum of 2 years. 

 

 When is a CPO Enforceable? 

o CPO’s are enforceable everywhere, including Military Bases and Installations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This handout is for informational purposes only and is not intended to be specific legal 

advice. If you need legal advice, speak with an attorney at your nearest Legal Assistance 

Office. Legal Assistance Offices can be found at https://legalassistance.law.af.mil/ 
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