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P R OX Y / ONL INE M A RRIA G EPreventative Law Series


If either party is a NOT either a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident, please contact your local legal assistance office for guidance due to important immigration considerations.

Proxy and online marriages are legally binding forms of marriage. Note that both likely will require hiring a private party to facilitate the marriage. If an online or proxy marriage is valid in the state performed, then it is valid in all other states and should be accepted by the DoD/DoN.

Japan does not recognize same-sex marriage. Same-sex couples may consider the below alternatives for a U.S. recognized marriage.

Single Proxy Marriage: A marriage ceremony where one of the two parties is not physically present. Allowed in California, Colorado, Texas, and Montana.

Double Proxy Marriage: A marriage ceremony where both parties are not physically present. Only allowed in Montana.

Online Marriage: A marriage ceremony hosted via a video call (i.e. Zoom, Microsoft Teams, etc.) Only Utah allows online marriage where neither party is in Utah.

Eligibility Requirements:

California, Colorado, Texas (Single Proxy): Requirements vary in each state but generally allow marriage where one person, generally a Service Member, is not physically present.

Montana (Dual Proxy): One party must be either (1) U.S. Service Member on federal active duty, or (2) a resident of Montana. This is generally done by either having a trusted agent contact the Montana courthouse to determine the local process or through hiring a private company.

Utah (Online): Officiant/person hosting video call must be located in Utah. Both parties must appear via the video call but do not have to be physically in Utah. All personnel, regardless of military status, are eligible to utilize Utah’s online marriage.

All Navy personnel must comply with COMNAVFORJAPANINST 1752.1U if they are either:
(1) Stationed in Japan and marrying a non-U.S. citizen (even in the U.S./U.S. territories) or
(2) Marrying a non-U.S. citizen in Japan

Please see our Preventative Law Series - Marriage in Japan for more information on 
pre/post-marriage requirements.
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