




JAG INSTRUCTlON 1440.lF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF TiiE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL 

1322 PATTERSON A VENUE SE, SUITE 3000 
WASHINGTO)JNAVYYARD DC 20374-5066 

From: Judge Advocate General 

. Subj: LEGALMAN RA TING CONVERSION PROCEDURES 

Ref: (a) JAGINST 1500.2 
(b) OPNAVINST l 740.4E
(c) BUPERSINST 1430.16G
(d) MILPERSMAN 1440-040
(e) MILPERSMAN 1440-011
(t) BUPERSINST l001.39F

Encl: (1) Report of Legalman Conversion Screening Board 
(2) Legalman Conversion Appraisal Form

CH-2 of  3 Feb25 

(3) Legalman Paralegal Education Program Statement of Understanding
(4) Personal Statement Guidelines
(5) Navy Reserve Conversion Requirements

I. Pwpose. To implement policy, eligibility requirements, and application procedures for
Sailors interested in converting to the Legalman (LN) rating.

2. Cancellation. JAGINST 1440. lE

3. Atmlicability. This instruction applies to any enlisted Sailor who desires to convert to the LN
rating. This instruction is a complete revision and should be read in its entirety.

4. Background

a. The Judge Advocate General's Corps (JAGC) selects, develops, and retains mature,
intelligent, and challenge-seeking Sailors to become Navy LNs. LNs possess knowledge and 
expertise in military and civilian law, which qualifies them to perform paralegal duties under the 
supervision of an attorney. LNs work in a variety of assignments, including Defense Service 
Offices (DSOs), Region Legal Service Offices (RLSOs), Staff Judge Advocate Offices (SJAs), 
and operational commands afloat and ashore. Experienced LNs may be detailed to independent 
duty assignments at a variety of sea and shore commands. 

b. The knowledge, skills and abilities required of an LN include: writing legal docwnents;
conducting in-depth legal research; reading and comprehending law, regulations, and policies; 
and applying applicable law, regulation, and policy to case-specific scenarios in order to provide 
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