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https://www.jag.navy.mil/legal-services/western-pacific/

SOFA -1

Updating Dependent’s Japanese
Preventative Law Series Immigration Status to Status of Forces
Agreement (SOFA) Status

This handout describes the procedures to adjust your Japanese immigration status to SOFA status. Please
note that these procedures are not applicable to Japanese nationals.

Dependents of members of the U.S. armed forces and civilian components are eligible to acquire SOFA
status. Dependents under SOFA are defined as spouses, children under 21 or parents and children over 21
if dependent for over half of their support upon their sponsor.

By adjusting your immigration status to SOFA status, you become entitled to SOFA benefits, but forfeit
your current Japanese immigration status and any rights associated with it.

If you are a Japanese Permanent Resident, you cannot also acquire SOFA status. To switch to SOFA
status, you will be required to relinquish your Japanese permanent residency. You will not automatically
regain your permanent residency status unless you satisfy the requirements under the Japanese
Immigration Act. The procedures to switch your status from permanent resident to SOFA status differs
from the one described in this handout. For more information, please contact your local legal assistance
office.

If you are under Japanese immigration status other than Permanent Resident, you may switch your
status to SOFA status by following the steps outlined below:

1. Complete the attached USFJ Form 8EJ, Confirmation of Eligibility under SOFA, and have your
sponsor’s command complete the backside of the form under “For the United States.”

2. Visit the local Japanese Immigration Office with the following items:

- Valid passport

- Dependent ID card

- Completed USFJ Form 8EJ

- Letter of dependency (for military member’s dependents)

- Residence card (if applicable)

- Letter of employment with dependent information (for civilian employee’s dependents)

- Certificate of permission to engage in more activities than allowed by their visa (if applicable)

Although these documents are not required, they may be requested by your local Japanese Immigration Office
- Sponsor’s Military/DOD ID cards (if sponsor goes to Immigration office with the applicant)

- PCS Order (for military member’s dependents)

- Letter of Authorization (for civilian employee’s dependents)

- Proof of change of status (e.g. marriage certificate)

3. Receive the completed USFJ Form 8EJ from the Japanese Immigration Office. If you provided your
resident card to the immigration officer, request your now invalidated resident card to be returned to you.

4. Obtain a “multiple exit/reentry” stamp on your passport by bringing your 1) USFJ Form 8EJ; 2)
passport; 3) letter of dependency (or letter of employment for civilian employees); and 4) invalidated
Japanese resident card (if applicable) to the following:

a. If located in Yokosuka, visit the CFAY Fast Office Team located at room #347 on the 3rd floor of
Fleet Recreation Center.

b. If located in Sasebo, please contact CFAS Admin by email: cfasadmin@us.navy.mil.

Last revised: 9 November 2023 page 1 of 2


mailto:cfasadmin@us.navy.mil

Updating Your Spouse's Japanese
Immigration Status to SOFA

Preventative Law Series

Reference: USFJ Instruction 36-2611, 15 June 2018, Change of Status by Persons in Japan to one of the
Categories Authorized by the Status of Forces Agreement

Japanese Immigration Information Center:
03-5796-7112 / 0570-013-904 (0830-1715 weekdays)

List of Regional Immigration Offices: https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/about/region/

Yokohama District Immigration Office
Office hours: 0900-1600 (except for Sat, Sun and national holidays)

Yokohama Office
Location: 10-7 Torihama-cho, Kanazawa-ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa
Telephone number: 045-769-1729

1. Go to the 2™ floor, and you will find the station #1 “Information Center”,

2. Tell them you want to switch to SOFA status and they will give you 2 forms.
3. Go to station #5 “Information”, and get a ticket at touch screen kiosk.

4. Fill out the 2 forms while you are waiting to be called.

Fukuoka Regional Immigration Services Bureau
Office hours: 0900-1200, and 1300-1600 (except for Sat, Sun and national holidays)

Fukuoka Office, Status Department

Location: Fukuoka Legal Affairs Government Complex No.1
3-5-25, Maizuru, Chuo-ku, Fukuoka City, Fukuoka

Telephone number: 092-717-7595

Nagasaki Branch Office
Location: Nagasaki Port Joint Government Bldg., 7-29 Matsugaeda-machi, Nagasaki City, Nagasaki
Telephone number: 095-822-5289

Saga Branch Office
Location: 6th floor, Saga 2nd Joint Government Building 3-3-20 Ekimae-Chuo, Saga City, Saga
Telephone number: 0952-36-6262

https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/about/region/fukuoka/index.html
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CONFIRMATION OF ELIGIBILITY
UNDER
STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT

B E R SRR E

(Authority: USFJ Instruction 36-2611)
(R#L : ERKRFEAVANIYIY 36-2611)

1. Applicant’s Name:

RHEKS

Date of Birth:

*5£/8A

Sex: Nationality:
R Ef

2. The US Armed Forces express our intention to invite the individual mentioned above as

O Spouse [dchild  [Parent under Article 1 (c) of the Status of Forces Agreement.
FERkRER. LROEE. AXMUBEE 15 (c) 0 OREE OF OB LUBBLLSELTWSILERBT S,

3. Director, Regional Immigration Services Bureau,

Branch Office has confirmed that the individual mentioned in the above paragraph 1 has obtained the
necessary documents as prescribed in an agreement of the US-Japan Joint Committee.

wHHAREBEER HERATE. £ 1 0EN. BAREAZEERERBCBVWTREINILERXELMZFLTIVSIL
ERERELI

4. The individual mentioned in the above paragraph 1 falls under Article I (c) of the Status of Forces

Agreement as DSpouse [lchild [Parent and is subject to the Status of Forces Agreement.
IR1oFEBAXMUBEE 1K (c) 0 ORBEE OF DR CEHL. BXUBEOBRHERT S,

USFJ FORM 8EJ, 20190401



USFJ FORM 8EJ (Cont’d)
ERXRERERSE) (B

EYHEEFA-N-BRE

POC Email and Phone:

For the United States: For Japan:

BREDREHIC BAEOHIC

Signature: Signature or Seal:

E% FARXIZED

Date: Date:

B Bt

Name and Rank: Name:

K& Bl K&
Director, Regional Immigration
Services Bureau,

Organization: Branch Office

EREX _ HWAHAREREERR_ HMERRR

POC Email and Phone:

HYEBFA-)-BE

Remark:
%

Remark:
%

USFJ FORM 8EJ, 20190401 (Reverse)




Instructions on how to fill out USFJ FORM 8E)J

Ask your command/company to fill out this area

USFJ FORM SEJ ﬁa:t&*
CONFIRMATION OF ELIGIBILITY EEKEIEAEE) (A5
UNDER For the United States: For Japan:
STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT aREOEDE BAEDLDIC
BT i .
. Signature: Signature or Seal:
Fill these paragraphs by yourself ction 36-2611) ¥z BLR
AFF95 22 36-2611) Date: Date:
: Bit ait
MName and Rank: MName:
LRl EEH
. , R . . Director, Regional Immigration
- ”ﬂﬂﬂ;zio Information for your dependent who is Services Bureau,
. . Organization: Branch Office

Date of Birth: m<<_._nn—.._3m to SOFA status E2 _ AMASEEEER__ AR

£=R8 PO email tnd Phone: POC Email and Phone:

Sex: Mationality: HUFRFA-N-BE

3] P
Remark: Remark:
% WE

* 2. The US Armed Forces express our intention to invite the individual mention| ﬁjmn_A on _< one.
Dwﬁoﬁo Cchild  CParent under Article T () of the Status of Forces Agreement.
EEFEE EENEE, BABTRERL1S (c) 0 OREF OF DR ELTRMLESELTVAILERNATS,
3. Director, Regional Immigration Services Bureau,

Branch Office has confirmed that the individual mentioned in the above paragraph | has obtained the
necessary documents as prescribed in an agreement of the US-Japan Joint Committee.

L WAHARERWER__ SR, LR1o#r BREEERSSRCELTRRINSBE T HERBLTIAIL
EWEELE.

Keep them blank.
4, The individual mentioned in the above paragraph | falls under Article I (¢}

Apgreement as _H_m_ua._._wm Ochild  CIparent and is subject to the Status
IR1IOEREAMERER 1S (o) 0 ORGF OF DRCENL. BEXRTREONMHERS,

Check only one.

Japanese Immigration Officer will fill
them out.

USFJ FORM SEJ, 20190401

USFJ FORM 8E.J, 20190401 (Reverse)



Sample Letter of Dependency

(Command Letter Head)

5800
Ser XXX/XXX
DD MMM YY

To whom it may concern,

It is certified that (dependent(s) name in full and relationship) is/are the dependent(s) of
(rank/rate/sponsor’s full name) who is serving on board (command’s full name), homeported
in Yokosuka, Japan, until rotation in (month and year of expected rotation).

It is further certified the member’s dependent is/are dependent fall under Article I,
Paragraph 1(c) of the Status of Forces Agreement.

(Signature of Official)
Type Name



