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MARYLAND TRAFFIC TICKETS

There are two types of traffic charges drivers in Maryland can face—minor traffic violations and
serious traffic violations.

MINOR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

Minor traffic violations are the least severe type of charge—cited to drivers who violate any law
recorded in the Maryland Transportation Article. A prime example of a minor traffic violation is
a “regular” (non-excessive) speeding ticket. Drivers charged with minor traffic violations won’t
face jail time, but some violations are considered misdemeanors resulting in up to $500 in fines.

SERIOUS TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS
Some serious traffic violations defined by the Maryland General Assembly include:
e Excessive speeding (15+ MPH over the speed limit);
e Reckless driving;
e Any violation (other than parking) relating to operating a motor vehicle which relates in a
fatal accident or collision (e.g., automobile manslaughter); and
e Driving a commercial motor vehicle without obtaining a commercial instructional permit
or a commercial driver’s license.

Unlike minor traffic violations, drivers convicted of serious traffic violations face imprisonment
and thousands of dollars in fines.

RESOLUTION OF TRAFFIC OFFENSES
Whether a driver is charged with a minor or serious traffic violation affects how the driver can
resolve such a charge.

Payable offenses are those that do not include jail time as a penalty. Drivers charged with a
payable offense have three choices for resolving their case:

e Plead guilty and pay a fine with no court appearance;

e Request a waiver hearing where the driver pleads guilty but explains to a judge the

circumstances surrounding the violation; or

e Plead not guilty and request a trial to challenge the ticket.
Drivers have 30 days to respond after being charged with an offense, or their license may be
suspended.

Must-appear offenses are severe violations for which a driver risks jail time if found guilty.
Drivers charged with must-appear offense cannot just pay a fine and avoid a court appearance.
Instead, drivers must appear in court on the date and time as notified by the Motor Vehicle
Administration.

IS ALAWYER NECESSARY?

If you decide to hire a lawyer, you should do so before the date of trial. Everyone who has been
charged with an offense subject to a jail term has the right to be represented by an attorney. An
attorney can assist and prepare a defense; will know what evidence is legally admissible; what



should be objected to during the trial and the different elements to a finding of guilty; assist in
presenting mitigating circumstances if you enter a plea of guilty; and will know of alternative
dispositions to jail or maximum penalties. If you are unemployed or indigent you may apply to
the Office of the Public Defender. If you qualify for their services, an attorney will be appointed
to represent you. Make the application to the Office of the Public Defender before the date of
trial or you may find it necessary to make decisions without legal advice.

RESOURCES
The Law Office of Hillel Traub
e Understanding Traffic Offenses in Maryland: https://www.traublaw.com/understanding-
maryland-traffic-offenses/
e What Are the “Must Appear” Offenses in Maryland Traffic Laws:
https://www.traublaw.com/what-are-the-must-appear-offenses-in-maryland-traffic-laws/
Maryland Code: https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/Statute \Web/gtr/gtr.pdf

This handout is for informational purposes only and is not intended to be specific legal
advice. If you need legal advice, speak with an attorney at your nearest Legal Assistance
Office. Legal Assistance Offices can be found at https://legalassistance.law.af.mil/
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